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The PIONEER is the newsletter of American 
Hemerocallis Region 1 Inc. The AHS is a non
-profit educational and scientific 
organization dedicated to promote, 
encourage, and foster the development of 
the genus Hemerocallis, commonly known as 
the daylily. Region One is comprised of 
Iowa, Manitoba, Minnesota, Nebraska, 

North Dakota and South Dakota. 

Information is presented herein as a service 
to members and is not necessarily endorsed 
by the AHS or by the editor. Rights to 
material published in this newsletter remain 
with the author; to reprint or otherwise 
reproduce material please obtain 

permission from the author.  

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

The PIONEER is published for the benefit of 
AHS Region One members. As such, the 
PIONEER focuses on regional members, 

hybridizers and events. 

Submissions are encouraged! All 
contributions are edited for length, 
grammar, and clarity, in order to ensure 

the highest possible quality publication.  

Send articles and photographs by email to 
susanh.holland@gmail.com. Digital images 
should be high quality and resolution. Plant 
name, hybridizer, & photographer should 
be incorporated in the image name. 
Contact the editor Susan H. Holland for 

further specifications. 

 

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE 

September 1, 2015  

Is the deadline for the  

Fall/Winter 2015  

 

...Where it all Began… 
A non-profit organization, 
the AHS exists to promote, 
encourage and foster the 

development and 
improvement of the genus 
Hemerocallis—the daylily. 

The AHS was formed in 
1946 by Helen Field 

Fischer in Shenandoah, 
Iowa—right here in  

Region One 



   

Spring Spring Merciful Spring, 

are you ready for spring?  I sure 

am. This winter so far has not 

been as bad as last winter, but it 

sure has been cold with minus 

degrees way too often. I hope 

our gardens are slumbering nice-

ly under a blanket of snow, with 

sweet dreams of warmth to 

come. 

The big news from AHS is that a 

new book is out: Illustrated 

Guide to Daylilies, edited by    

Oliver Billingslea. You can pur-

chase it on the AHS website. $15 

for a single copy or $12 each for 

10. You might want to order as a 

club to save.  Scott Elliot is 

working on editing a book with 

David Kirchhoff on double day-

lilies. This is a long awaited 

guide and should be available in 

2 years. Oliver is now working 

to get approval from the Publica-

tions committee on a Guide to 

Spiders & Unusual Forms. Pretty 

exciting to have these projects 

going on as we have needed new 

publications for years.  We are 

still working to get new AHS  

members, as the life line of our 

organization depends on mem-

bership. Bring a friend to a meet-

ing or take them to tour a garden. 

As I write this column, the temp 

is 2 degrees above zero, the 

winds are howling around the 

house, the ice fishing contest 

down on the lake doesn’t have as 

many people as usual, and I can’t 

help but dream of spring and 

summer when the garden starts 

its show. The winter catalogs are 

helping keep the spirits up! 

This summer, we will be 

‘Dancing with Daylilies’ at our 

Regional meeting in Mar-

shalltown, IA, put on by the Cen-

tral Iowa Daylily Society. I am 

hoping that you can join old 

friends and new at this fun event. 

You will find more information 

and a registration form in this 

issue.  

New Region One AHS Director 

At the Regional Meeting, we will 

be electing a new Region 1 Di-

rector to the AHS Board. The 

nominating committee is excited 

that Kathleen Nordstrom has 

agreed to run for election for the 

3-year term beginning on Janu-

ary 1, 2016.  

Kathleen and her husband, 

Mike Grossmann, live in Dodge 

Center, MN, and have hybridiz-

ing programs and a daylily busi-

ness, “Northern Lights Daylil-

ies”. Both have day jobs in the 

medical field. In 2003, she start-

ed collecting daylilies and in 

2006 became a garden judge.  

Kathleen’s garden was on tour 

for the 2010 Region One meet-

ing in Bismarck/Mandan, ND. 

She has attended the National 

Conventions in 2008, 2010, 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014. In 

2011, she was the winner of the 

AHS Lazarus Memorial Award 

(video presentation), and in 

2011 she began hybridizing. 

Kathleen moved to Minnesota 

from Bismarck, ND, so she 

knows northern hardy daylilies. 

There is a Director ballot in this 

issue to fill out and return by 

June 30, 2015, to Nan Ripley, 

Tabulator. I am looking forward 

to working with Kathleen for 

our Region.  

This issue also has a Pop Poll 

ballot to complete and return to 

Steve Horan by September 1st. 

There will also be ballots at the 

Regional and online at the AHS 

website. Be thinking of your 

favorites and vote! 

I hope to warm up sometime 

and see you at the Regional in 

Iowa! Thinking of spring, 

Kris Henning 



 
  

 

Region One: We are on the move 

towards our Region One summer 

meeting and tour. What fun we 

have planned for everyone! We 

can’t wait to show you “Dancing 

Daylilies in Our Gardens”.  

Please contact me if you have 

daylilies you would like to do-

nate to the Auction, or daylilies 

or other items which we can sell 

in our boutique.   

I am going to share this with you 

so you will be sure to go to the 

boutique. Don Lovell has been 

working on pottery items for gar-

dens. WOW, when I was over to 

his home and ‘workshop’ he 

showed me so many AWE-

SOME items. So bring your 

checkbook, you are going to 

want his fine work in your gar-

den.   

If you have already registered for 

the Region One meeting that is 

GREAT!  If not, now is a good 

time to register. We have all 

been working with you in mind 

to have a premier experience.  

Search for the ‘New Blue’ in my 

garden. Oh, yes, we all have new 

‘garden art’ in our gardens plus 

some of the newest introduc-

tions. Come see what we have 

been up to! 

Wishing for a fast finishing win-

ter and a come-on spring. 

Nan Ripley 

It should be an interesting spring 

this year. 

Unlike the last two years, at least 

here in Minnesota, we have very 

little snow cover as I write this 

column at the end of Febru-

ary.  I’m sure there will be more 

snow before we are through with 

old man winter, but I never wor-

ry about that as we get into 

March, because it never stays 

long at this point in the sea-

son.  All of which gets me 

dreaming about spring blooms 

and the subsequent daylily sea-

son that is ahead of us. 

Anticipation is always stimulat-

ing.  As I prepare for warmer 

weather, I am usually mapping 

out where I want my new day-

lily acquisitions to go, the com-

panion plants I want to feature, 

and which plants I may need to 

cull.  I also take care to get my 

reservations submitted for local, 

regional, and national daylily 

tours I want to attend.  Tours 

are a great way to observe new 

daylilies in garden settings that 

we might somehow incorporate 

into our own gardens.  The 

camera can be a great asset to 

help us remember what we have 

seen and to help us select our 

favorites for the Popularity Poll. 

The Popularity Poll represents 

garden favorites as chosen by 

members of our own Re-

gion.  These are the daylilies 

that will perform well for us in 

our own back yards.  We all 

have an opportunity to partici-

pate in the selection of our re-

gion’s favorites and the process 

is simple. 

Ballots are available in this is-

sue of the Pioneer and online at 

www.daylilies.org under Popu-

larity Poll: Ballot/Results.  Bal-

lots will also be available at this 

summer’s Region One meeting 

in Marshalltown, IA on July 17-

19, 2015.  Be sure to submit 

your ballot no later than Sep-

tember 1, 2015. 

I am also excited to share some 

news with you about changes to 

 

 

‘Wee Folk’  
Hager-Tankesley-Clarke  

Photo-Susan H. Holland 

http://www.daylilies.org


   

 

 

(including ties) for each region 

form the basis of the Regional 

Popularity Poll Ballot the follow-

ing year.  Cultivars to be placed 

on the ballot must receive more 

than one vote, and this may 

sometimes result in fewer than 

75 cultivars.  To continually 

keep the ballot fresh, we have 

introduced the HOF concept and 

we can also select additional cul-

tivars to add to the ballot based 

on write-in votes from previous 

years and selections of award 

winners as voted by Garden 

Judges in Region One.  

What happens if we don’t see 

our favorites listed on the Bal-

lot?  No problem!  We can also 

vote for up to five write-ins, so 

while not perfect, voting is quite 

flexible. 

As I like to say … it’s fun, it’s 

easy, and you will be glad you 

voted! 

Region One Publicity Director—Steve Horan 

the Pop Poll process that we are 

implementing for our Region in 

2015.  Once a daylily has been 

recognized as a favorite by win-

ning the Popularity Poll, it will 

be acknowledged by induction 

into the Region One Hall of 

Fame (HOF) and voting in 

subsequent years can identify 

new favorites. 

With this in mind, I am proud to 

announce the initial inductees 

into the Region One HOF based 

on Pop Poll winners from the 

last three  years.  

These are excellent daylilies 

that now have a place of honor 

in the history of our Region. 

Speaking of the HOF, have you 

ever wondered about the selec-

tion process for daylily cultivars 

that appear in the Pop 

Poll?  The top 75 cultivars 

Region One  

Hall of Fame 
 

‘Love & Dazzle’ (K. Lamb, 2006) Photo K. Lamb

‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (Ripley, 2006)   Photo N. Ripley  

See if you can find photos of 

the other three winning 

daylilies in this issue! 

More Photos ... 



 
  

 

Region One Daylily Pioneer Editor—Susan H. Holland 

 
It is my pleasure to join dedicated daylily lovers in cele-

brating our favorite flower. My style as editor is different 

from Kyle Billadeau, but our passion for “telling the sto-

ry” through words and images is equally significant.  

 

I am looking forward to sharing the joys of summer with 

you at the Region One Summer Event, July 17, 18 & 19 

in Marshalltown, Iowa. One of the reasons I am excited 

about daylilies is the opportunity to capture their lasting 

essence with photography. I have been photographing for 

as long as I can remember, trying to capture a bit of my 

mom’s artist abilities. We shared many hours together 

admiring the flowering handiwork of our gardens, paint-

brush and camera in hand.  

 

As an editor, I want to hear from YOU. I would enjoy 

receiving articles, photographs, and content ideas from 

you. I am just building my library of daylily images, so I 

really need your help with gathering a useable quanti-

ty of your favorite flowers. It would help me keep 

track of them if they were named daylilyname-

hybridizer-photographer-date. You can create a short-

ened naming sequence, just let me know what it 

means!  

2012 - North Wind Dancer 

(Schaben, 2001) Photo by 

Susan H. Holland  



   

By Jonathan Poulton, DPhil 

I got into daylilies quite by chance in the summer of 2006 

while on vacation in Door County, Wisconsin, after a  

navigation error led our family to the amazing daylily gar-

den of Ronald Mickelson near Sister Bay.  During the next 

few years, I began collecting and hybridizing bicolors, a  

subgroup of daylilies that absolutely fascinated me.   

Perhaps you are like me but, each spring, I couldn’t wait for 

the ground to thaw.  I was eager to see those first green 

shoots emerge, heralding the start of another season.  By 

late spring, most of my daylilies were flourishing and  

exhibiting normal growth patterns, but there was always a 

significant percentage that looked nothing short of weird!  

Within these affected clumps, some of the fans appeared 

just fine, while others were stunted and bent sideways 

(Figure 1).  Their  leaves exhibited holes and brown “saw

-tooth” edges.  If I pulled gently on some of the central 

leaves of these fans, they frequently broke off, indicative of 

extensive damage at their bases.  Alarmed by what I saw, I 

turned to my mentor Barb Papenhausen (CVIDS) for  

advice. “Oh, don’t you worry” she said.  “Those lilies have 

what is called ‘spring sickness’.  They’ll grow out of it!”  

And indeed she was right.  Although some fans died, most 

affected plants appeared to get over the disorder.  A month 

later, there was little or no sign of spring sickness, and I 

breathed a huge sigh of relief. 

Wanting to know more about what causes spring sickness 

(SS) in daylilies, I went on line and quickly found that,  

although this disorder has been recognized for more than 

50 years in the United States, Canada, and Europe, it is 

still far from being completely understood [1].  In 2010,  

Susan Bergeron and Keith Somers provided an excellent 

update on recent progress made by the Spring Sickness 

Task Force, a group of AHS member volunteers across 

the United States and Canada that is working hard to 

identify the cause(s) of SS [2].  What is certain is that SS 

is not caused by freezing and thawing after new shoots 

emerge in the spring.  Instead, much of the damage is 

initiated well before spring growth emerges above the 

ground and the symptoms of SS start to become visible.  

Possible culprits include bulb mites (Rhizoglyphus spe-

cies) and the daylily leaf streak fungus (Aureobasidium 

microstictum), both of which have been consistently 

found in SS fans [1-3].  For infection, this fungus must 

penetrate a wound in the daylily, but such damage could 

be inflicted by bulb mites or other pests.  In research 

partially funded by the AHS, Hideka Kobayashi  

observed symptoms resembling SS after he injected 

spores of the leaf streak fungus into wounds made in 

leaves of healthy daylily plants [3].  In 2009, Keith  

Somers undertook garden trials to determine whether SS 

could be diminished by pesticide application [2].  Ninety

-six daylily cultivars were subdivided into four groups 

that received either Senator (thiophanate-methyl, a  

 



 
  

 

fungicide) plus Orthene (acephate, an insectide), Senator 

alone, Orthene alone, or no treatment (i.e. untreated controls).  

Treatment was undertaken in April with evaluation in June.  

Within the control group, dormant, semi-evergreen and ever-

green fans all exhibited similar levels of SS.  Encouragingly, 

each of the three pesticide treatments reduced SS to about 

50% of control levels.   The fact that separate applications of 

fungicide and insecticide significantly diminished SS may 

point to multiple players being involved in this disorder. If 

you’re wondering whether any other fungi have been linked 

to daylily SS, the answer is definitely “Yes”.  In June 2014, a 

collaborative team of European scientists led by Dr. Robert 

Grant-Downton of the University of Oxford implicated a dif-

ferent fungal culprit in the development of symptoms that 

were “typical of or closely related to SS” [4].  This work was 

partially funded by a grant from the British Hosta and Heme-

rocallis Society.  Over a four-year period, these researchers 

investigated six different Hemerocallis cultivars (H. ‘Jurassic 

Spider’, ‘Lola Branham’, ‘Gerda Brooker’, ‘Free Bird’, 

‘Ruby Storm’, and an unnamed tetraploid hybrid).  After  

rigorously surface-sterilizing leaf samples from symptomatic 

plants with a strong bleach solution containing detergent, they 

placed the samples on a solid nutrient medium inside Petri 

dishes.  All six daylily cultivars produced isolates (i.e. highly 

purified fungal samples) that contained an unidentified  

filamentous fungus.  Its identification was made difficult by 

the fact that this organism rarely produced spores.  However, 

its physical appearance, combined with a positive antibody 

test, suggested that this fungus belonged to the genus Botrytis 

(class Ascomycetes).  To confirm their suspicion, Grant-

Downton et al. first sequenced a tiny region of the DNA of 

the six isolates, comparing their findings with the same region 

of several well-known Botrytis/Botryotinia species.   

As Figure 2 shows, all the Hemerocallis isolates had the same 

DNA sequence in this so-called ITS region.  Furthermore, this 

sequence only differed from those of characterized Botrytis/

Botryotinia species in lacking a single thymine (T)  

mid-sequence.  This initial analysis provided strong evidence 

that their Hemerocallis isolates belong to the genus Botrytis 

but could not distinguish whether they represented a novel 

species.  To test this, Grant-Downton et al. then sequenced 

five key genes from each of the isolates and compared these 

DNA sequences with corresponding sequences from over 20 

different Botrytis species.  Taken together, their data revealed 

that the fungal pest of Hemerocallis represents a new Botrytis 

species, to which they gave the name Botrytis deweyae in 

honor of the work performed on Botrytis by plant pathologist 

Dr. Molly Dewey (University of Oxford).  Figure 3 shows the 

appearance of B. deweyae under the light microscope.   

Construction of a “family tree” allowed the scientists to show 

that B. deweyae was most closely related genetically to the 

species B. elliptica and B. squamosa.  This is an exciting  

discovery, because B. elliptica not only causes leaf blight (or 

fire blight) in true lilies (Lilium) [5] but also gray mold in H. 

fulva in Korea [6].  Further support for the contention of 

Grant-Downton’s research team that B. deweyae is an im-

portant contributor to SS 

came from additional DNA  

studies, in which they  

isolated DNA samples from 

both Symptomatic and 

asymptomatic daylily 

leaves.  They then used a 

technique called PCR  

amplification to demon-

strate the presence of fungal 

DNA (and therefore of the 

fungus) in leaves showing 

SS symptoms but not in 

asymptomatic leaves.  As 

previously mentioned, bulb 



   

mites and the leaf streak fungus have long been implicated in 

SS and shown to give rise to symptoms of this disorder [1-3].  

After Grant-Downton et al. had conclusively proven that B. 

deweyae was present in infected daylilies in the United  

Kingdom, ideally the next step would be to challenge their 

daylily cultivars with this fungus under “typical infection 

conditions” to determine whether they develop the same SS 

symptoms as the plants from which the fungal pest was  

isolated.  It is clearly difficult for scientists to replicate in the 

laboratory those conditions experienced by garden-grown 

daylilies during colder months of the year including potential 

attack by pests (e.g. bulb mites, fungi, and bacteria).  Instead, 

the team investigated how H. ‘Jurassic Spider’ plantlets,  

generated from tissue culture, responded to inoculation with 

B. deweyae.  As Figure 4 demonstrates, inoculated plantlets 

showed yellowing, necrosis, collapsing and death of leaf  

tissue within 10-14 days after inoculation.  In contrast, the 

roots and growing points were relatively unaffected.  Control 

plantlets displayed no infection.  To  

determine whether the infectivity of B. 

deweyae depended on which  

Hemerocallis cultivar was being  

challenged, Grant-Downton et al. tested 

another 15 cultivars using this method.  

These cultivars were: H. ‘Barbara’, ‘Bo 

Knows’, ‘Cayenne’, ‘Corky’, ‘Dark Mo-

saic’, ‘Golden Chimes’, ‘Heavenly 

Flight of Angels’, ‘Jellyfish Jealousy’, 

‘Lavender Curls’, ‘Miss Jessie’, 

‘Rococo’, ‘Party Array’, ‘Persian  

Pattern’, ‘Running Late’, and  H. flava 

clone 3.  No sign of resistance was ob-

served; all cultivars developed similar 

symptoms and died within 14 days.   

In summary, the authors did not observe 

typical SS symptoms after inoculating 

daylily plantlets with B. deweyae.   

Instead, infection took hold surprisingly 

rapidly, causing the plantlets to die  

within 2 weeks.  To some readers, this outcome may make a 

role for B. deweyae in SS less convincing.  However, it 

should be remembered that the infection system being studied 

in their laboratory is very simple; it consists only of young 

Hemerocallis plantlets and B. deweyae.  By contrast, in our 

gardens, the lilies exhibiting SS symptoms are more mature 

plants, and their interaction with potential pests like this  

fungus may be influenced by other organisms in the environ-

ment.  For example, Grant-Downton et al. did not rule out the 

involvement of bulb mites in spreading fungal material to 

new infection sites [4].  Also, many cases are known where 

microbial species have even acted antagonistically to Botrytis 

infections of plants including the infection of true lilies by B. 

elliptica [7, 8].   

It will be extremely interesting to see what future research 

reveals about the interaction of Hemerocallis with  

B. deweyae.  Although Grant-Downton et al. have so far  

examined only cultivated Hemerocallis material from  

England, they predict that B. deweyae is “cosmopolitan” and 

will be found in cultivated daylily cultivars elsewhere in  

By Jonathan Poulton, DPhil 

continued 

 



 
  

 

the world and perhaps also in native Hemerocallis species [4].  

Their studies should be extended to test this prediction.  In 

this connection, it should be noted that SS has been observed 

in H. fulva, H. lilioasphodelus, and H. thunbergii [1].  Labora-

tory studies should also be expanded to include any  

Hemerocallis cultivars that purportedly show SS resistance in 

the field.  If these cultivars also exhibited resistance in the 

lab, it would boost confidence that B. deweyae is a key player 

in SS development and might additionally offer some insights 

into the mechanism of such resistance.  Other issues that  

certainly deserve attention are the following:  At what time of 

the year does infection by B. deweyae take place?  After  

infecting its daylily host, could this fungus remain dormant in  

asymptomatic plants for considerable periods of time until 

triggered by some as yet unknown cues to initiate SS?  In an 

affected clump, why don’t all the fans show SS symptoms?   

I, for one, am eagerly looking forward to learning some  

answers to these questions! 
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 Dear Folks, 

“A Friend is someone who 

reaches for your hand, but 

touches your heart.” –Kathleen 

Grove 

On December 29, 2014 charter 

member and a person with a 

huge heart and a wonderful  

scientific brain passed away—  

J. Lynn Stoll. 

Lynn Stoll served frequently as 

the editor of the Central Valley 

Iowa Daylily Society newsletter. 

Lynn and I crossed paths in sev-

eral ways over the years.  She 

was a fellow scientist complet-

ing her PhD at the University of 

Iowa while I was earning my 

Master Degree.  Her area of re-

search was in the biochemistry 

of lipid metabolism.  My career 

has been in teaching persons 

about lipids and what foods con-

tain them.  We served on the 

CVIDS board together, and 

shared travel time discussions. 

We both had music scholarships 

in our college careers.  She sang 

in prestigious venues, I only 

visited them.  

Nathan Kirkman, my nephew, 

helped summers in her garden, 

learning the science of hybridiz-

ing from Lynn.  I enjoyed the 

results.  I will long treasure her 

gift of ‘Bing Cherry Binge’. My 

daylily garden is filled with 

plants with food names.  (It is a 

dietitian trick that helps me re-

member the names.) 

My first experience of meeting 

Lynn came while I was a guest 

on a Region One Bus Tour.  My 

mother, Sylvia Seymour was 

the bus captain and had signed 

her daughters up for the day.  

Lynn was serving as the Garden 

Judge Instructor on the same 

bus.  She presented us all with a 

clipboard, 

and pro-

ceeded to 

instruct us 

about 

forms, foli-

age and 

bud count 

during the 

ride from 

Iowa City 

to Atalissa.  

This was 

first thing, 

early in the 

morning, 

on a Satur-

day!! 

 

Lynn took her Regional duties 

seriously and soon had the whole 

flock of persons in her garden 

listening and  watching her 

demonstrating the virtues of 

many plants in her lovely Wal-

nut Hill Garden.  She wore a big 

white floppy hat, and never 

seemed to mind answering this 

novice’s questions.   

When we hosted the Region One 

meeting in 2012, Lynn gave a 

highlight presentation of Region 

One history that really showed 

how the national organization 

was founded in Iowa. I know 

many of you had similar experi-

ences of learning from a very 

patient teacher.  Thanks Lynn !!! 

 Nancy Carlisle 

2015 – 2017 President, Cedar 

Valley Iris & Daylily Society 

(CVIDS)  



 
  

 

  

Ac t i o n  Ac t i o n  Ac t i o n  

HYBRIDIZERS’   

SPRING   FL ING 

Saturday, May 9, 2015  1-4PM 

Springwood Gardens 

7700 Old Highway 169 Boulevard, Jordan, MN 55352 

952-941-9280 

Whether you’ve been hybridizing for many years or are just a beginner – or even if you’ve only 
thought about doing it – or if you’d just like to see daylilies blooming in May - this event is 
made just for you! This is a day for learning, or perhaps just breathing in the humid warmth of 
the greenhouse while walking the rows of beautiful daylilies. Attendees from all over Region 1 
(Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska) plus Wisconsin have joined us in 
past years. Please note that this year’s event is on a Saturday, so everyone can be home for 

Mother’s Day.  

Past exercises at the workshop have included: 

 selecting the most distinctive flowers and the ones with the best color 

 imagining possibilities – with a given flower as a pollen parent, thinking about what might 

be produced from an array of pod parents 

 making dream crosses   

If there are topics you’d like to see covered, please e-mail Karol Emmerich at  
kdemmerich@aol.com . No RSVP necessary. Hope to see you there. 

 

P.S. A reminder – Springwood is a “rust free” zone, so please take precautions before coming 
(clothes and shoes) if you have taken recent delivery of any daylilies  

 

‘Dancing on the Head of a Pin’ 
(B. Wilson, 2008) 

Photo Susan H. Holland 

mailto:kdemmerich@aol.com


   

 

 

 



 
  

 

 

     Welcome to Timbercreek 

Garden. We are located 10 

miles east of Marshalltown, 

Iowa in a rural setting, with  

very flat terrain and excellent 

good ole’ Iowa farm soil.  

     Other residents at Tim-

bercreek Gardens are a red 

Austrian Shepard dog, six 

horses of various pedigrees and 

an array  of   barn cats. 

     We have several hundred 

other hybridizers’ plants, of 

which most will be in clump 

form. The biggest part of the 

multiple thousand of plants are 

those I or Selwyn Rash have 

created. It was an almost per-

fect summer last year and the 

seedlings did very well. There 

are 1,700 of them to see this 

summer, and we are hoping 

that 80-90% will be in bloom. 

With  the 2013 and 2012 seed-

lings,  there will 3 to 4 thou-

sand daylilies for you to inves-

tigate.  

     My concentration has been 

with striped flowers and efforts 

focused on creating a black 

daylily. Both those adventures 

are moving right along, as I 

feel I have almost every black/dark flower available to toss into the 

gene pool. The striped ones go back to my PEPPERMINT ICE. I treat-

ed the dip PI and have some seedlings from tet parents, which I hope 

will be in bloom next July. I also have ventured into the multi color eye 

zones in both dip and 

tets. Of course there 

are always some sur-

prises that pop up 

every year, like a 

pure orange ruffled 

future introduction.         

We have been pre-

paring for the tour 

for 4 years and I 

think all the gardens 

should be outstand-

ing. They are  close 

to Marshalltown and 

each one is very dif-

ferent and special in 

its own way. 

  

TIMBER CREEK  
GARDEN 

Hoping to see all of you in July.  Don 

Left  - ‘Hawkeye Tango’, 

Don Lovell, 2015 Introduc-

tion 

Below -  H. Cyclone The 

Major, Don Lovell, 2015 

Introduction 



   

 

 Fusion Daylilies: The gardens of 

Kathy Larson and Jon McCord. 

Kathy has been exploring dou-

bles crossed to H. hakunensis for 

7 years, and to these lines she 

has incorporated Don Lovell’s 

ground breaking H. ‘Peppermint 

Ice.’ We have all seen exciting 

images of this program at recent 

Pollen Dabbers, Regionals, and 

at the 2013 National (even Da-

vid Kirchhoff was impressed!). 

We highly recommend seeing 

Kathy’s new seedlings live this 

summer in the garden. If you 

like inventive breeding in dou-

bles, this is a 

garden you 

can’t miss! 

While view-

ing the day-

lilies, ask 

Jon about 

how he gets 

such remark-

able fruits 

and vegeta-

bles from 

such a small 

area.  

      

Arrive hungry – Kathy loves to 

cook – it will be a movable 

feast with friends.   

Contributed by Phil Fass   

Welcome to Turkey Ridge.            

What you will see this summer 

at Turkey Ridge is a far cry 

from how the land looked when 

we bought our 5 1/2 acre parcel 

in 1974.  The land  had been 

part of a farm at one time and 

hadn’t been touched in several 

years. Everything was over-

grown and there were no build-

ings, and a one acre 30 ft. ra-

vine right down the middle.  

FUSION  
DAYLILIES 

Kathy Larson 

TURKEY RIDGE 
GARDEN 

David and Shirley Halverson 

Larson Garden. Photo by Kathy Larson 



 
  

 

 

 

When my father- 

in-law first saw it 

he loved it.  

When my mother

-in-law first saw 

it she cried.  

     We started 

from scratch, and 

the bank told us 

that we had to 

have a building 

on the property.  My husband 

and I and our four kids went to 

work and built a 20 by 40 shed 

that is Dave's’ woodworking 

shop where he builds everything 

from furniture to bird houses 

when he isn’t in the garden.  Not 

long after we moved in came the 

remarkable yard of mud.  It was 

horrible—we walked on boards 

and if you missed a step, some-

one bigger then you had to pull 

you out of the mud.  Thankfully 

that muddy mess is just a 

memory, something to laugh 

about now. 

     We have always enjoyed  

gardening and we started out 

with a vegetable garden                                       

followed by a wheelbarrow full 

of irises from a neighbor.  When 

Dave came home from another 

neighbor with three huge bunch-

es of daylilies (no names of 

course, just colors red, peach, 

and lavender). It was love at 

first sight.  Thanks to 

Kathy Larson and Hel-

en Groenveld we dis-

covered that lilies had 

names and not long 

after decided that we 

needed more garden 

space. 

     We then discovered 

the Central Iowa Day-

lily Society.  That 

meant more daylilies and three 

more gardens.  Everyone asked us 

what the name of our garden was. 

Well, we have lots of wild tur-

keys and we live on a hill, thus 

Turkey Ridge was born.  We are 

continuously adding more gar-

dens because there is always one 

more daylily that we just can’t 

pass up.   

 

 

 

      

 

 

While chances are slim to none 

that you will see us actually 

Dancing With The Daylilies at 

A-Mazing Days Gardens, chanc-

es are VERY good that when 

you join us for the 2015 Region 

One Summer Tour, you will re-

ceive a warm welcome from 

Selwyn and Mary Kay Rash!  

Located at 1621 DeWitt St., 

Ellsworth, Iowa, A-Mazing 

Days Daylily Garden has steadi-

ly evolved from a few backyard 

daylily cultivars to a maze 

(hence the name) of over 400 

named varieties, and some spe-

cially selected seedlings, under 

observation.  A mix of older and 

newer cultivars,  the flowers are 

spread across the shrinking yard.   

 

     Once a well-kept secret, the 

word got out, and over the years, 

we have hosted several commu-

nity and garden club tours. 

 

     With a focus on northern har-

dy plants for hybridizing pur-

poses, our display includes 

plants from Carpenter, Em-

merich, Hanson, Lovell, Ripley, 

and sundry other hybridizers.  

A-MAZING DAYS  
GARDENS 

Selwyn & Mary Kay Rash  

We hope that you 

will come to visit us 

at   Turkey Ridge.  

        

 David & Shirley      

Halverson 

Photos by Shirley Halverson 



   

 

While almost exclusively grow-

ing tetraploid cultivars for hy-

bridizing, there is a wide assort-

ment of form and color!  And 

being somewhat limited due to 

space, the majority of Selwyn’s 

seedlings are growing at Don 

Lovell’s Timbercreek Gardens.  

We hope you can see many of 

them in bloom there!  Your 

comments (good or bad) are 

appreciated! 

We look forward to having you 

join us in July!!  And if YOU 

want to dance with the daylil-

ies, and then be A-MAZING, 

be our guest!!  (We might even 

provide some tunes!) 

Walkabout Garden is on 10 

acres in the middle of rich Iowa 

farm land.  When Nan and Mer-

wyn Ripley moved to the prop-

erty in 1965, there were no 

plants on it except for 40 dis-

eased trees that needed to be 

taken down. This gave them a 

blank canvas on which to create 

their gardens. Nan is an artist, 

and you can see that reflected in 

the design and contents of the 

gardens. She is also a true 

plantswoman, and is constantly 

on the search for unique plants 

to add to the gardens. Nan espe-

cially likes the Tango lily se-

ries, and has a large collection 

spread throughout the gardens. 

Most of the plants have labels 

with their name and the date of 

planting. Walkabout Garden al-

so trials annual plants for the 

Ball Horticultural Company 

each year. There is art through-

out the garden, including cobalt 

blue pots, lots of fairies, Boo 

Bear, and benches where visi-

tors can rest and take in all the 

beauty. Be sure to check out the 

special ‘secret garden’ located in 

the south yard. 

There is a small orchard on the 

south side of the property con-

taining apple, peach, plum,  

persimmon, and pear trees. The 

north side of the property is bor-

dered in white pine trees to pro-

vide a wind break and to give 

the gardens a dark green back-

drop. There are 11 gardens, and 

WALKABOUT 
GARDEN 

Nan & Merwyn Ripley 

Selwyn & Mary Kay Rash  

look forward to  

welcoming you to     

   A-MAZING  DAYS  

DAYLILY GARDENS 

Lily  Garden.  Photo by Nan Ripley 

Settlers  Garden. Photo by Nan Ripley 

‘Selwyn’  Don Lovell 
Photo by Lee Pickles 



 
  

 

 

 
each has a name, so when Nan 

tells Merwyn where she needs 

mulch, he will know where to 

haul it. The ‘Settlers garden’ 

was designed in 2002 as a place 

for Merwyn to put all the fun 

old things he collects and the 

daylily seedlings of that year. Be 

sure to look for the ‘one of a 

kind’ large variegated elm tree 

by the path into the garden, as 

well as the bristlecone pine 

which has been in the garden for 

13 years. The ‘Flag garden’ is the 

next garden to the North and has 

a beautiful Fringe Tree in the cen-

ter. There are Austrian pine, 

spring cream dawn redwood, riv-

er birch, Blue shag conifer, 8 ft. 

Orienpet lilies, rudbecki, beauty 

bush, baptisia, and daylilies 

throughout this garden.  

Some special trees to look for 

between the gardens are Fagus 

sylvatica ‘red Obelisk’, variegat-

ed tulip, variegated birch, varie-

gated maple, red leaf birch, Gold-

en Shadows Cornus, tricolor 

beech, rams horn willow, and 

Kentucky Coffee tree. Yes, Nan 

loves plants with brightly colored 

leaves, variegation and blue 

flowers. To the back of the prop-

erty are two ‘berm gardens’ with 

conifers of all sizes.   

Nan is an accomplished hybridiz-

er, and you will see her beautiful 

introductions throughout the gar-

den. She has tested her seedlings 

on the south side of the property 

behind the orchard since 2008, 

and plants about 2000 a year, us-

ing black landscape fabric to save 

on weeding and watering.  

Merwyn & Nan Ripley 

look forward to seeing 

you in their   garden                   

July, 2015. 



   

 

Garden Judges Workshop 2 will 

be held in the gardens of Philip 

Fass and Debbie Deemer. Phil 

and Deb have been working 

their 5 ½ acre postage stamp of 

Iowa green since 2006. Phil hy-

bridizes primarily diploid unu-

sual forms. As wonderful seed-

lings emerge from the larger 

program, he works with new 

directions the seedlings pro-

vide. 

In 2015 we will see the best 

crop of patterns yet, and we’re 

looking forward to many pink 

crosses blooming for the first 

time. Some of the newer near 

white breeding should be stun-

ning, and early attempts with 

near black crosses will reveal 

the hybridizing caliber of some 

of our favorite dark cultivars 

and seedlings. 

There are thousands of seed-

lings to see, and hundreds of 

named varieties. There are three 

large seedling beds, a few 

smaller display beds 

and a new propagation 

bed as well, so bring 

your walkin’ shoes… 

(and an umbrella)! 

 

 

Fass seedlings. Photos by Phil Fass. 

Philip (Phil) Fass and  

Debbie (Deb) Deemer  

welcome you to their  

farm  & gardens 

FASS/ DEEMER 

GARDEN 

Fass / Deemer Farm & Daylily Gardens. Photo 2010.



 
  

 

 

 

Twenty Five years as CVIDS 

Cedar Valley Iris  

and Daylily Society 

The first meeting of the Cedar 

Valley Iris and Daylily Society 

was held on Saturday afternoon, 

March 24th, 1990, at the home 

of Lela and Jerry Hadrava in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  Thirteen 

avid iris and daylily buffs from 

as far away as Davenport and 

Fort Madison discussed organi-

zational details.  Everyone who 

attended the meeting decided to 

join the group. 

The group discussed ways to 

expand the membership. Mem-

bers were invited to bring 

friends, and supply names and 

addresses of potential members. 

After the informal business 

meeting and short break for re-

freshments, the group watched a 

video preview of the 1990 na-

tional convention of the Ameri-

can Iris Society to held in Oma-

ha.  Fred McDowell showed 

slides of  choice daylily cultivars 

from his garden, and Gerald 

Hobbs followed with slides of his 

newest seedlings.  Barry Stoll 

showed slides from daylily hy-

bridizer Lucille Guidry. 

The first planned activity of the 

group was a median iris tour in 

the Hadrava and Stoll gardens, 

May 12, 1990.  Members viewed 

300 varieties of iris in bloom.   At 

this initial meeting all members 

agreed that the group should meet  

from March to November. In the 

Iowa City central location.  Mem-

bers were most interested in slide 

shows of new varieties, potlucks, 

and informal talks on cultural 

practices, companion perennials, 

and extending the bloom season.   

The formula that was estab-

lished early on by the founding 

members found a common 

ground; one that has drawn and 

kept members interest for 25 

years. This is the promotion and 

study of loving iris and daylilies. 

18 members who joined in the 

first three years are still active. 

The group became affiliated 

with both of the National organi-

zations in the first two years. 

In the first three years as a Soci-

ety the membership hosted 4 

large events.  May 1991 found 

the group hosting the Region 23 

American Iris Society at Barry 

and Lynn Stoll’s property. In 

1993 the Region One American 

Hemerocallis Society held their 

annual meeting in Iowa City.  

The National Hosta meeting and 

the Siberian Iris National meet-

ing were hosted by Lela and Jer-

ry Hadrava in Cedar 

Rapids.  

What huge under-

takings for a small 

group of members.  

Grace and Pat Stam-

ile, who were the 

guest speakers in 

1993, said that they 

Celebrating Twenty Five Years 
Cedar Valley Iris and Daylily Society 

Charter members were: Barry and Lynn Stoll, Mary Brendel, Lela and 

Jerry Hadrava, Cyrus and Mary Katherine Cacioppe, Elenora and Gerald 
Hobbs, Larry and Anita Kemp, Frederick McDowell, Gertrude and Bill 
Pheiffer, and Susan Quinn.  By the end of 1990 there were 40 listed 

members.  In the beginning of 2015 there are 130 members. 

As Susie Quinn put it, 
“we’re all especially 

“starved” for our 
favorite flowers when 

they are not in 
bloom!” 



   

 
had never been at a better Re-

gional event.  Over the years, 

we continue to hold Regional 

events, have potlucks, and en-

tertain with speakers. 

As we enter into the 25th year, 

the deep rooted friendships that 

were created have blossomed.  

In 2015 we are going to be cele-

brating all year long starting 

with birthday cake in March 

and by honoring our special 

charter members.  Each month 

will be a  talk presented by one 

or more CVIDS members.  We 

have such a wealth of 

knowledge among our own tal-

ented group. 

We are planning a great fall 

banquet on November 14th in 

Iowa City with Karol Emmerich 

as the speaker.  Come join us at 

meetings, come visit our gar-

dens this summer on our tours 

as we visit charter members 

gardens. Come celebrate with 

us.   

Nancy Carlisle 

CVIDS President  

2015-2017 

 

Photograph by club photographer, R. Keith Riewerts. July 2014 Garden Tour  

Check out our 

webs ite  at 

www.cvid s .org  

Award winning photographs from the 

2014 Betty Miller Photography Contest 
Above -‘Trogon’ photo by Keith Riewerts 

Left-Sherry Moffit-Gerald Hobbs Seedling T14-11   

First Place-Hybridizer seedlings   



 
  

 

‘works for me’ 

 

 

 

Submitted by Gerald Hobbs 

Hobbs Hilltop Garden 

Fort Madison 

Charter member of Cedar  

Valley Iris and Daylily Society 

 

Here are a few things that have 

worked for me in  

Southeast Iowa. Zone 5 

 

Early April - or earlier if the 

garden is dry. Clear the leaves, 

debris, and over wintering 

weeds from the clumps. I left 

the old leaves on the clumps the 

preceding Fall for mulch and to 

collect snow for additional 

mulch and moisture, but the 

dead foliage is no longer useful 

and eliminates harbors for 

thrips, snails, and spring sick-

ness and makes future pro-

cessing easier. 

 

After clearing, apply a pre-

emergence herbicide such as 

Preen, Surflan, or Prowl.  I use a 

liquid herbicide called Prowl (4 

oz./gal) applied with a tank 

sprayer. It has a yellow dye in it 

for use as a marker to determine 

coverage. Use gloves and avoid 

getting it on your clothing or 

shoes as the stain is hard to  

remove. You may have to get it 

at a grain elevator or farm sup-

ply, but it does a better job than 

Preen and is cheaper in the long 

run. It has a long shelf life. 

Don't use it on vegetable gar-

dens. This sure eliminates a lot 

of hoeing and weed pulling. I 

think this product is not as de-

structive to soil microbial activi-

ty as rototilling. I still see a lot 

of earthworms. 

 

Late April - Spread Milorgan-

ite which is a deer deterrent and 

provides some micronutrients 

like iron, calcium, zinc, sulphur, 

and copper. It is a slow release 

and won't burn. 

 

If you hybridize and haven't 

started seeds indoors, put stored 

seeds into a cross marked plastic 

bag with some damp sand, ver-

miculite or sphagnum moss 

about a week before you want to 

plant in the garden. When you 

see the small root (radicle) start 

from the bottom of the seed, 

plant it in the garden about 1/4-

1/2" deep. I plant thickly, then 

transplant in early August to 

about 8" apart which gives them 

room to develop. A few will 

bloom the next year, but it usu-

ally takes 2 years. 

  

Early May - Good time to 

transplant. If soil is dry, now is 

the time to water. This is when 

the plants are setting up for 

scapes and buds in July. If 

transplanting, put in a few  

alfalfa pellets or aged horse  

manure.  

 

Late May - Test the soil for  

pH, NPK and if desired, top 

dress with a slow release lawn 

fertilizer.  I use Sta Green 20-0-

5 from Lowe's. It will feed all 

summer with one application 

and won't burn. It is a lot  

cheaper than Osmocote. Using a 

balanced fertilizer such as 12-12

-12 can accumulate too much 

Phosphorus in the soil. 

 

Spray with Bobbex deer deter-

rent. It has been tested by the 

University of Tennessee to be 

better than Liquid Fence and 

others. The only thing better is 

an actual fence. It seems to be a 

systemic for a lasting effect and 

rain resistant. You may have to 

reapply occasionally on newer 

growth. Apply with a tank 

sprayer on scapes and buds. A 

homemade deer repellent mix 

is: 1 tablespoon ground red pep-

per, 1 tablespoon granulated 

garlic, 1 tablespoon Louisiana 

hot sauce mixed with 2 table-

spoons of Gain fabric softener, 

mix with a little hot water, pour 

into a tank sprayer, fill it to a 

level of one gallon with water. 

Don't drink it! It tastes awful. 

Late May-June - Spray for 

those pesky broad leaf weeds 

with Ortho Weed B Gone Max. 

It is a lawn herbicide that kills 

Editor’s Note— Thanks to Gerald 

for creating a new column in the 

Daylily Pioneer. I encourage 

everyone to send me tips for 

‘Works for me’. These opinions 

are the author’s own, and do not 

indicate endorsement by Region 

One  or AHS.  



   

 

broad leaf weeds and crab grass 

but doesn't affect daylilies or  

iris because they are narrow leaf 

(monocots not dicots). You can 

spray right into the clump. I buy 

the concentrate & mix it in a 

tank sprayer. It will also kill 

crabgrass. To kill young grass 

you can use Ortho Grass B 

Gone. 

 

Late June to August - Enjoy 

and visit gardens! Buy new 

"must have" daylilies! Make the 

crosses for new and better “?” 

seedlings. Evaluate seedlings for 

plant and flower quality. Line 

out the possible introductions. 

 

September - Collect seeds in 

envelopes and mark the crosses. 

 

November - Mulch the new 

acquisitions and evergreens with 

pine needles or straw. It reduces 

soil temperature and prevents 

drying out by wind, and collects 

snow for moisture. 

 

Dec.-March - Rest and attend 

meetings. 

The past year was a very good 

one for the Central North Dako-

ta Daylily Society. At the Febru-

ary meeting our president, Janell 

Quinlan, gave two presentations 

from the AHS Media Library.  

“Late Blooming Daylilies” and 

The Sky is the Limit”. 

In April we greeted two speak-

ers, Nan Ripley and Don Lovell, 

both of Iowa.  As we always 

have new members who are new 

to the world of the modern day-

lily, speakers are especially 

appreciated as they show their 

introductions and give us ideas 

to improve our own gardens.  As 

many had never seen striped 

daylilies they were amazed by 

those of Don Lovell’s.  Nan 

encouraged us all to try our hand 

at hybridizing and made it sound 

so much fun that most wanted 

the seeds she and Don brought.. 

Our June auction was, as al-

ways, very successful.  Our 

summer garden tours have been 

made even more interesting by 

Janell’s idea to have a ‘Beautiful 

Blossom Blast’.  Those who 

attend are encouraged to bring 

up to ten labeled daylily booms 

from their own gardens.  That 

gives us a chance to see many 

different varieties  and is very 

popular. 

 

CVIDS has had a very busy 

season since we last reported in. 

 

In July 2014 we toured 6 delight-

ful gardens in far eastern Iowa 

(Sally and Keith Riewerts, Clay 

and Kathy Dawson,  and Sylvia 

Seymour) and in the Illinois 

Quad Cities (QC Botanical Cen-

ter, Bob and Barb Papenhausen 

and Carol and Dave Appel-

quist).  Over 65 members were 

able to partake. We held our 

lunch in the  Quad City Botani-

cal Center.  The Botanical Cen-

ter features a national daylily 

display garden that we have been 

sponsoring over the past 5 

years.  The weather was lovely 

and warm enough to enjoy fa-

mous Whitey's ice cream malts 

at the Appelquists' garden.   

 

Carol Hodgen (below) demon-

strated her flower art of quilting 

Karen Schock 



 
  

 

 with her wondrous creations of 

iris and daylily wall  

hangings.  Visit the archived area 

of ‘15 minute presentations’ and 

‘CVIDS hybridizers’ at our web-

site to view highlights and the 

slide shows. 

 

The October meeting had us 

enthralled by featuring our own 

hybridizers slideshow.   Doug 

Jones and Jonathan Poulton 

featured their first registered 

daylilies. We viewed the  

creations of  Lynn Stoll and Don 

Lovell  who showed their  

upcoming selections.   

 

November brought our fall  

Banquet with Bob Faulkner 

entertaining us with his humor 

and hybridizing tales.  CVIDS 

members entered a drawing for a 

2015 registration.  We held a bid 

auction of his 2014 and 2015 

registra-

tions.  This pro-

vided income for 

bringing him in 

as a speaker.   

 

A fall banquet 

highlight is the 

photo contest 

named in honor 

of our former 

president Betty 

Miler. Sylvia 

Seymour  chaired 

this  event which 

provides such 

great photo views 

of the summer 

beauty that in our 

own gardens.   
 

The winter and 

spring meetings 

will feature speakers from our 

CVIDS membership as a way to 

focus on the unique talents and 

abilities we have among our 

group.  Zora Ronan instructed the 

group on the AHS award system 

and presented slides of the na-

tional award winners in Janu-

ary.  February found Sherry 

McCarville and Karmin Mullins 

showing us how to make essen-

tial oils from plant materials 

using a still.  

 

Barb Papenhausen helped us to 

amend our soils with a coconut 

product called Coir.  Barb  

displayed numerous chemicals 

that may help to make plants 

grow faster by improve growing 

conditions. Barb McCreight will 

tell us in March about “The  

Pre-emergent that saved her gar-

den!” In April we will have a 

presentation about the Under-

ground Railway by author Doug 

Jones.  Eastern Iowa was a 

stronghold for helping runaway 

slaves. A physical therapist will 

demonstrate ways to prevent 

back injuries going into our busy 

gardening system. 

 

We have a wonderful webmas-

ter, Jonathan Poulton who keeps 

us up to date.  On our website 

www.cvids.org  you will find 

presentations, slide shows, ar-

chived history and much 

more.  It is a joy to work with 

our current board and we have a 

very active membership of over 

120 members. 

 

Nancy Carlisle 

2015-2017 CVIDS President 
 

http://www.cvids.org


   

2014 AHS Region One 

Financial Report 

December 31, 2014 

 

Total Amount Checking/Savings Accounts –                                                              $19,715 

January 1, 2014 
 

Income: 

Auction $    3,510    

Contribution from regional meeting          450             

Postage refund from AHS          351 

Donations       6,500 

Miscellaneous            53 

 

           Total Income: $ 10,864     $10,864 

 

 

Expenses: 

Postage – Pioneer      1,007 

Printing expense – Pioneer      2,653 

Miscellaneous        137 

Travel reimbursement – Director (2 meetings)     1,698 

            

          Total Expenses: $  5,495             $ 5,495 

 

Net Income (Change in Assets)     5,369 

 

 

Total Amount Checking/Savings Accounts –      $25,084 

December 31, 2014 

 

 

The above financials were audited by Rita Schaben. 

 

With the exception of certain mailing expenses related to the newsletter, the Region receives no income from 

the AHS, and the Region is not allowed to charge dues. All income for Region One comes from regional auc-

tions and fees, plus donations from clubs and individuals. The Daylily Society of Minnesota made a $5,000 

donation in order to offset the region’s loss in 2013 (due to not holding a regional tour and auction in 2013 be-

cause the National Convention was held in the region). The Nebraska Daylily Society made a $1,500 donation 

from bargain table proceeds at the summer regional.   

 

Travel reimbursement is for required attendance by the Director and the Regional President at AHS national 

meetings. The RP was unable to attend in 2014.  



 
  

 

 

Nebraska 

 



   


